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REBELLION BRINGS DESTRUCTION

When the angels were created, they
were not all created alike. Some were of
greater rank than others. One of the
highest ranking angels was a being of
great beauty and wisdom, named Lucifer.
His name meant Light Bringer or Shining
Star of the Dawn. This great ruling angel
was placed on the earth by God to lead
the other angels there and to rule them
according to the perfect laws of the
Creator. He was to bring the light of God's
way of life to the angels on the earth.

How long Lucifer and his angels lived
on earth before the creation of man is not
told to us by God. It may have been
millions—or even billions—of years. How-
ever long it was, these were years of
great happiness and peace as Lucifer
ruled his world by every one of the perfect
laws of God.

But one day Lucifer began to think an
evil thought. By continuing to think this evil
thought, he finally made himself believe
that he could make a great, evil plan
succeed.

What was it that he was planning?

Rebellion!

He had become jealous of God. He
convinced himself that God was being
unfair to him. Lucifer was sure that with
the millions of angels over which he ruled
he could succeed in overpowering God.
What was it Lucifer wanted to do? He
wanted to take over God’s throne—to
take God'’s place as the Supreme Ruler of
the entire universe (Isaiah 14:14).

What had started as a foolish, sinful
thought had grown into an evil plan that

was to carry the entire creation into total
destruction!

Filled with pride and greed, Lucifer and

his angels swept up to heaven for the
attack.
God changed Lucifer’s name to Satan, which
meant enemy, and his followers were from
then on known asdemons. These miserable,
bitter, unhappy spirit beings were forever
turned from good and obedience to evil
and rebellion. Yet, Satan was allowed to
remain as king on the earth until a new
king would become qualified to take his
place. (You will study much more about
this new king in future lessons.) This is the
thread that ties together all the parts of
God’s Holy Word and His glorious plan for
all His creation.

Do You Remember?

1. What did Lucifer plan to do in his
rebellion against God?

2. What scripture tells of this?

But, let’'s come back again to God’'s
physical creation—the earth and all the
other planets and stars of the universe.










with clay, He molded a statue that looked
very much like Himself. When He was
finished He breathed into this figure the
breath of life, and this first man became a
living, breathing being (Genesis 2:7).

God named the man whom He had
created Adam, which meant red, rosy or
ruddy. He placed the man in a beautiful,
parklike garden, called Eden, probably
near the part of the earth that is today
called the nation of Israel.

MAN—NOT COMPLETE!

God knew when He made the man that
he was made incomplete. Man wasn’t
really all there. Like the angels before him,
he needed to develop righteous, holy,
godly character. This had to be developed
with God’s help and by the determined
effort of the man in which it was being
formed. It could come only through a
lifetime of experience and decision mak-
ing. Once Adam developed this holy,
righteous character (the ability to do what
he had been taught was right and good,
even when he wanted to do something
else), then he could be a cogplete
creation.

WHY HUMANS?

This was all part of why humans were
made. You will remember that Satan was
allowed to stay as king over the earth until
a new king was ready to take his place.
To be qualified to replace Satan this new
king would have to be totally obedient to
God and His holy law. God had to know,
beyond any doubt, that the new king
would never rebel against Him and His
government, as Lucifer and his followers
had done. How could He know this? How
could He be sure that this new king would

never turn against Him?

There was only one way!

The new king would have to prove
himself over a lifetime of obedience. He
would have to develop the holy, righteous
character of God Himself; develop the
very nature of God; become like God in
his thinking and way of life. In short, he
would have to qualify to become a
member of God’s holy Family.

This is why God created Adam and put
him on the earth. He was giving Adam the
chance to become His spiritual Son, as
well as be the new king to replace Satan
as the ruler of the earth! You will learn
much more about this great purpose for all
human life as you continue your study of
God’s Holy Word.

Do You Remember?

1. How was Adam not complete?

2. What was missing in him?

3. Why did God make Adam? Give two
reasons.

A PERFECT COMPANION

After Adam was made, God caused a
deep sleep to come over him. As he slept
God removed from Adam’s side a rib.
Beginning with this rib God formed a
companion for Adam—a woman whom
Adam named Eve (Genesis 2:22).

This completed the physical reforming of
the earth and the creation of life upon it. In
six days God had repaired the damage
caused by the rebellion of Satan and his







2. What things did God tell Adam and Eve
to do? List three.

DAY SEVEN—THE SABBATH

You have already learned that God
finished the physical creation on the sixth
day with the making of Adam and Eve. But
there was still one day left of that first week
in this new world. God created something
very important and special on this last day!

With all His work finished, God rested
(Genesis 2:2). You may wonder why He
needed a rest. Was He all worn out from His
creative labor? Was He so tired He just had
to stop and rest? Not at all! God doesn’t
become weary or tired (Isaiah 40:28). But
He did rest. Exodus 31:17 tellsus: ““. . . in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
and on the seventh day he rested, and was
refreshed.” This rest was refreshing to
God. But not because He was tired or
weary.

So, why did He rest?

By resting He put His holy presence in
that seventh day and set an example that
He wanted all humans to follow from then
on. By resting God created the Sabbath
day—making it a day of rest for all mankind
throughout all time. He also *‘blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it”’ (Genesis
2:3).

What does ‘‘sanctified’”” mean? Look up
the word sanctifiedin a dictionary and write
the definition on the lines below:

God set apart this seventh day of the
week from the other days. It was set aside
for holy use—for physical rest and
assembled worship of the Creator God.

God also knew that people would need a
rest every seventh day, a chance to forget
about daily cares. Many people today have
never been taught about the Sabbath, and,
as a result, suffer from worries and mental
stress, because they don't keep this day of
rest and relaxation.

So, the Sabbath was created as a day to
remind us of our Creator and a day to rest.
Every seventh day of the week was, from
this time forward, to be holy time, special to
God and to be used only as He directs.
(Later you will learn more about just how
you should use God’s holy time—how to
keep the Sabbath holy.)

A TIME FOR TEACHING AND
LEARNING

Adam and Eve were created knowing
nothing. Their minds were totally empty. It
was God's responsibility to teach them all
the things they needed to know but couldn’t
learn by themselves.

On this very first Sabbath day God sat
and talked with them. He took this time to
teach and instruct them about Himself and
His great master plan for them and all their
children. He told them of His perfect law,
which, when obeyed, would give them
happiness and peace in their beautiful
garden home.

We are told very little of what actually
was said on this first Sabbath. However, we
know that God could not expect Adam and
Eve to obey laws that they knew nothing of.
So, He had to tell them what was good and
right, as well as what was bad and wrong
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for them to do—in other words, how He
expected them to live their lives.

One example of God’s teaching on this
first Sabbath can be found in Genesis 2:9,
16-17. Have youread of God'’s instructions
about the two special trees He placed in the
garden — The Tree of Life and the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil? God gave
Adam and Eve permission to eat of all the
trees in the garden except the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. He told them
that if they disobeyed Him and ate of this
tree they would die. But He also told them
that if they ate of the Tree of Life they could
live forever.

In other words, God was telling them that
they did not have the right to decide for
themselves what was good and what was
evil apart from Him and His Word. Only
God knows good from evil, and it was His
responsibility to make that knowledge
known to them.

On this first Sabbath God, then, taught
Adam and Eve that they must be obedient to
Him and go His way if they were to receive
His blessings and qualify to join His Family.

This is still one of the purposes of the
Sabbath day. We are to talk with God in
prayer, and He talks back to us through the
pages of His written Word when we study
the Bible and when we listen to the minister
explain the Bible in Sabbath services. The
Sabbath is still a time for teaching and
learning.

Do You Remember?

1. What did God teach Adam and Eve on
this first Sabbath day?

2. Is the Sabbath a time for us to be taught
by God?

LOST AND FOUND

Lost in the sentences below are the
names of persons (or beings) mentioned in
this lesson. Can you find them? Underline
each name as you find it and check it off
your word list.

EXAMPLE: EDGAR DENTED THE
FENDER.

WORD LIST: ADAM  GOD GARDEN
ANGELS KING
DEMONS SATAN
EVE WORD

1. MY PATIENCE IS AT AN END!

2. PLEASE HAND ME A DAMP
SPONGE.

3. WITH THESE GLASSES, | SEE VERY
WELL.

4. CLASS, PLEASE GO DOWNSTAIRS
FOR A FIRE DRILL.

5.IT WAS A NEW, ORDINARY PENCIL.

6. DO YOU REMEMBER WHO SANG,
ELSIE?

7.DID YOUEVER TRY TORIDE
TANDEM ON SKIS?

8. DO YOURKIN GO TO FAMILY
REUNIONS?
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HUMAN HISTORY BEGINS

You may be surprised to learn that just
a few short chapters of the Bible
contain more than one fourth of man’s
entire history. A period of time covering
more than 1,600 years! These early
chapters of the book of Genesis are
jampacked with the exciting events of
man’s beginning days, the rise of a
civilization and finally, the near destruction
of all mankind.

In this lesson, you will learn about the
first children born on earth, the first
murder and who committed it, the families
of mankind that came from Adam and Eve,
and the great wickedness of mankind as
they continued to believe Satan and
disobey God.

You will learn about God's plan to
destroy allhumankind by a great worldwide
flood and to continue human life through
the only righteous man on earth.

Throughout the lesson, there will be
scriptures to look up and questions to
answer. If you have your Bible and a pen
or pencil with you, you are ready to begin.
If not, get them before you read any
further.

SATAN INSPIRES MORE
REBELLION

We are not told how long Adam and
Eve lived obediently in the Garden of
Eden.

However, it is certain that Satan did not
waste much time. He soon began trying to
destroy God’s wonderful master plan.

Satan knew that Adam was being given
the chance to become the new ruler of the
earth. So, his first action was to make
sure that Adam would not take this
position of rulership away from him.

How did Satan plan to do this? Satan
knew that God expected Adam to lead,
provide for and protect his wife Eve. He
also knew that if Adam failed to do these
things he would disqualify himself from
becoming the new world ruler. So, Satan
watched carefully for the chance to talk to
Eve.

When this chance came, Satan dis-
guised himself as a serpent. Complete his
question to Eve (Gen. 3:1): “Has God
indeed said, You shall
of of the
garden?”’ Of course, Satan already knew
the answer to his question, but he wanted
to set Eve at ease and lead her into
conversation.

Eve answered Satan by explaining that
God allowed them to eat the fruit of all the
trees except for the tree of the knowledge
of Good and Evil. God had said they were
not to eat of it or even touch it, or they
would die.

What was Satan’s reply (Gen. 3:4)?
“Then the serpent said to the woman,
You will

“God is keeping this fruit from you
because He knows that if vou eat it vou

lllustrations by Basil Wolverton
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will receive great wisdom,”’ Satan lied to
Eve. “Your eyes will be opened and you
will become like gods, knowing good and
evil”’ (verses 4 and 5).

DECEPTION AND DISOBEDIENCE

Eve now had to make a choice. Whom
was she going to believe and obey? God
had told her one thing, and now Satan
was telling her the exact opposite. As she
thought it over, she considered the facts.
She could see that the fruit of this tree
was pleasant looking and appeared to be
good for food. She could see no reason
for not eating it. She also wanted to have
greater wisdom — a better understanding
of right and wrong. ‘“What could be wrong
with receiving wisdom and becoming more
like God?’’ she reasoned. ‘‘Isn’t that what
He has planned for us, anyway?”’

The more she thought about it, the
more convinced she became that the
serpent was right — maybe God really
was trying to hold back something good
from them!

Finally, Eve could resist no longer. She
rejected God’s instructions and believed
Satan’s lies. She took the fruit of the
forbidden tree and ate of it. Then she
gave some to Adam, who also ate.

The battle for the future rulership of the
earth was over in this short space of time!
Adam had allowed his wife to lead him into
disobedience. Instead, he should have led
her to believe and obey God and His laws.
Thus, Adam had proved himself to be unfit
to replace Satan as the ruler of the newly
recreated earth.

Satan, the sneaky serpent, had clev-
erly deceived Eve into believing his lies.
She had been tricked. Eve didn’'t know
that she was making the wrong choice.
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Eve finally gave in to temptation and took the fruit
of the forbidden tree and ate it.

She thought she had seen all the facts
clearly and was doing the right thing. She
trusted her own wisdom, instead of
believing the plain, simple instructions of
her Creator.

You and | are faced with this same
choice every day. Whom will you believe?
Will you believe what Satan tells you
through friends at school and through
the internet, radio, television, magazines
and newspapers? Or will you believe
what God telis you through your parents
and God’s ministers?

Satan is still working overtime to
deceive everyone he can. He wants as
many people as possible to believe his lies
instead of God’s wonderful truth. He
knows God’s plan still calls for human
beings to take his place as ruler of this
earth. Satan knows his time on this earth
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is short. Therefore, he is doing all he can
to keep people from believing what God
says.

Do You Remember?

1. Was Satan happy to see human beings
on the earth? Explain your answer. __

2. How did Satan try to ruin God’s plan for
His human creation?

ORIGIN OF “HUMAN NATURE”

Because of their disobedience, the
eyes of Adam and Eve were opened —
but not to know the wisdom that Satan
had promised. Their eyes were opened to
see the evil of what they had done. They
were now afraid to face God. They tried
to hide themselves in the Garden.

But it is not possible to hide from God!
He can see us no matter where we try to
hide.

God found Adam and Eve in the
Garden.

“| hid myself because | was afraid and
naked,”” Adam explained to God.

“Who told you that you were naked?’’
God asked Adam. ‘‘Have you eaten of the
forbidden tree in the middle of the
garden?’’ (Gen. 3:11). God could see that
their attitude was changed. They had
been naked before, but it had not
concerned them. Now they were
ashamed. They had enjoyed God’s visits
before. Now they were fearful and hid
from Him.

What had happened to them?

They now had a knowledge of evil, as
well as good. They had experienced evil
firsthand. By obeying Satan and eating the
fruit of this symbolic tree, they began
receiving a different nature. Their nature,
or way of thinking, was now a mixture of
good and evil. Before, it had been only
good.

Now it was Satan’s attitudes of
suspicion, distrust and disobedience
which had entered into their minds. Since
Satan is made of spirit, he is able to put
these thoughts and attitudes into people’s
minds. This different nature is commonly
called “‘human nature.” It is really Satan’s
nature in human beings. Adam and Eve
now had a part of Satan’s nature within
them.

“WHO, ME?”

When God questioned him, Adam
tried to shift the blame. Complete what
Adam said to God (Gen. 3:12): “The

me,
of the tree and | ate.”’ He
didn’t want to admit that he had failed in
his duties of caring for and leading his
wife. He tried to put the blame on her and
on God.

When Eve was questioned, she also
sought to put the blame elsewhere. What
was Eve’s answer to God (Gen. 3:13)?

“The deceived |
and | ate.”” Eve is saying she was
tricked.

They were not willing to admit their sins
and to ask God to forgive them. They
knew thay had done wrong, but they felt it
was not their fault. They blamed someone
else!

Everyone has had this same nature
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younger brother and killed him! He had
again rebelled against what God had told
him. Instead of conquering his hate and
anger, he let them conquer and control
him. Now he had brought shame upon
himself and his parents. He had become
the world’s first murderer!

“MY BROTHER’S KEEPER?”’

When Cain realized what he had done,
he tried to hide from God. But God’s voice
called to him in his hiding place.

““Where is Abel, your brother?”’ God
asked. Cain didn’t want to admit his evil
deed and ask God’s forgiveness. Instead,
he lied to God! Complete Cain’s answer
to God (Gen. 4:9): ‘‘And He said,

Am |
o

This disrespectful answer to God’'s
question showed that Cain’s attitude was
not repentant. He was bitter and hostile
toward his Maker. He felt that he had
good reason for killing Abel!

But God was fully aware of what had
happened. He said to Cain, ‘“The voice of
your brother’s blood is crying to me from
the ground.”

Satan must have been pleased with the
course of events on the earth. Of the first
four human beings on earth, three had
disobeyed God and now the fourth was
dead.

PUNISHMENT FOR SIN

Once again, God had to punish one of
His human children for disobedience. But
God’s punishment is always done in love
and for a reason. God doesn’t punish out
of hate. He doesn’t seek to get even with
the sinner or to make him pay for his
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Cain called out to God, My punishment is more than
| can bear.”

wrongdoing. God’s punishment is for the
purpose of correcting the evildoer. It is
done for his good. God wants to correct
that person’s wrong ways and bring him
back to the right way of life — the way of
happiness.

So it was with Cain. As punishment,
God sent him away from the other human
beings on the earth. He was to be a
vagabond — a fugitive — fleeing from his
evil deed. And the ground was no longer
going to yield as abundantly for him.
These things would be a constant
reminder to him of what he had done.

This all seemed to be too much to Cain.
He called out to God (Gen. 4:13). “My
punishment
than | " He was
afraid that without God’s protection,
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Twelve Tribes
of Israel

Reuben
Simeon
Levi
Judah

Zebulun
Issachar
Dan
Gad

Asher

Naphtali

Joseph (Ephraim, Manasseh)
Benjamin
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BIBLE MEMORY Reuben Zebulun Asher

Twelve Tribes Simeon Issachar Naphtali

of Israel Levi Dan Joseph (Ephraim, Manasseh)
Judah Gad Benjamin
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God did not want any Canaanites in
the same land as the Israelites. He knew
that they would lead the Israelites into
serving false gods.

DIVIDING THE LAND

The land of Canaan was to be divided
among the nine and one half tribes,
according to the amount of people in
each tribe.

Moses was instructed by God to
choose a group of men to help divide the
land. He also gave forty-eight towns to
the Levites, because they were not to
inherit any land (Numbers 34).

Six of these towns would become
“cities of refuge.” These special towns
were for the protection of those who
accidentally killed a person. If they fled
to a city of refuge, they would be safe
from angry relatives or friends who
might want to kill them.

Moses reminded the people of what
had happened since they left Mt. Sinai.
Moses also told them that he would not
be allowed to enter Canaan because of
his disobedience in striking the rock.
However, God would allow him to view
the land from a high mountain.

The Israelites were told that God would
deal harshly with them if they broke His
commandments. But, he would also be
merciful to them, and never forsake them
if they observed His laws.

The Israelites were to observe the
weekly and annual Sabbaths. These
days were to be kept by all generations
forever.

Today, those in God’s Church keep
the weekly and annual Sabbaths, too.

On the lines below, list the seven annual
festivals found in Leviticus 23.

Laws such as tithing, letting the land
rest during the seventh year, and rules
for civil government were also given by
God through Moses.

ISRAEL’S NEW LEADER APPOINTED

After Moses had finished speaking to
the people, he brought Joshua to stand
with him 1n front of everyone. He
appointed Joshua to be the one to lead
Israel into the Promised Land. Read
what Moses said to Joshua in Deuteron-
omy 31:7 and fill in the blanks.

‘“Be and of good

: for must go

with this to the
which the has

sworn  to their to give
them; and shall cause them

it.”
God then called for Moses and Joshua
to come before Him in the Tabernacle.
When they had entered the Tabernacle,
God appeared to them in a pillar of a
cloud. He told them that not long after
Moses’ death, the people of Israel would
once again turn from obeying God.
Moses wrote a song from the words
that God had spoken, and it was to be
sung by the children of Israel as a
reminder of God’s promises. When

to
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Joshua was shocked when he heard
the news of what had happened. What
did he do then?

“Then Joshua his

, and fell to the
on his before the
of the until
evening, he and the of
, and they put on

their »» (Joshua 7:6).

Tearing one’s clothes and placing dust
on one’s head was a sign of great sorrow
and humility. Many people were very
sad about the death of the thirty-six
Israelites.

Joshua then prayed to God. He asked
God why He allowed this to happen.
What was God’s answer to Joshua’s
prayer? Read Joshua 7:11 and sum-
marize what God said on the lines
below.

God showed by the casting of lots that
a man named Achan had taken some
valuables from the city of Jericho.
Because of his sin, he was stoned to
death by the people of Israel.

THE FALL OF Al

God promised to help Israel this time
when they went to attack the city of Ai.
During the night, Joshua sent troops to
hide near the city of Ai. The next
morning, he took troops towards the
city. Once again, the soldiers in Ai

rushed out against the Israelites. As
Joshua planned, the Israelites began
running away, causing the Amorite
army to chase them farther and farther
away from the city.

When the Amorites were far enough
away, the troops that were hiding near
the city attacked and burned it. When
the Amorite army saw the flames rising
from the city, they turned to race back.
But they were cut off by more Israelites
who were coming from the city. God
brought a great victory for Israel that
day (Joshua 8:10-28).

Not long after Ai had been con-
quered, the people of Israel, led by
Joshua, gathered on the slopes of Mt.
Ebal, and Mt. Gerizim. Offerings were
made to God, and Joshua explained to
them the many blessings that would
come from obedience to God and curses
for disobedience. These laws were also
written on stones (Joshua 8:30-35).

JOSHUA’S TREATY

One day, Joshua noticed some weary
looking travelers coming toward the
Israclite camp. They requested to see
the leader of the Israelites.

Joshua stepped forward to hear what
they had to say. “We are ambassadors
from a distant nation,” they said. “We
have come a long way to make a treaty
with you and your people.”

Joshua asked them to prove they were
from a far country. The messengers
showed him their belongings which
appeared as if they had been on a long
journey.

Joshua agreed to make a treaty with
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John 6:44
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BIBLE MEMORY  Judges 21:25
Proverbs 14:12
Galatians 6:7-9
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Hannah was comforted and rejoined
her husband. She believed that God
would answer her prayer. The next day
Elkanah and his family returned home.

God did answer Hannah’s prayer. The
following year she gave birth to a boy.
She named him Samuel, which means
“asked of God” (I Samuel 1:20).

When Samuel was weaned, Hannah
kept her promise. She and her husband
took Samuel to the Tabernacle and
dedicated him to God’s service for the
rest of his life.

THE PROPHECY AGAINST ELI

In the years that followed, young
Samuel served Eli in the Tabernacle.
Also serving in the Tabernacle were
Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
who were priests directly under him.
However, the two sons did not obey
God.

When people came to sacrifice ani-
mals at the Tabernacle, Hophni and
Phinehas would steal large portions of
meat for themselves.

Hophni and Phinehas were careful to
hide these and other evil deeds from
their father. But God knew what they
were doing. God sees all and knows all.
He can see and hear us now. He also
knows what we are thinking. It is wrong
to try to deceive our parents, as Eli’s
sons tried to deceive him.

As time passed, Eli began hearing
reports of the many terrible things his
sons were doing at the Tabernacle. One
day he called them to him and asked,
“Why do ?
For I of your

Hophni and Phinehas often stole
large portions of meat for themselves.

b2

from all the
(I Samuel 2:23).

Hophni and Phinehas paid no atten-
tion to their father’s words. Neverthe-
less, Eli neglected to take any action to
correct them.

One day a man came to visit Eli with
a message from God. “Here is what God
says,” the man began. “°‘l am well
aware that you and your sons have failed
to do what is right. You have honored
your sons above me.

* ‘Therefore, you will see an enemy

99



100



101



102



103



104



The Philistine leaders anxiously watched to see which direction the cows would pull the cart.

Soon the whole village knew about the
discovery. The cows were killed and
offered as a burnt offering, with the
wood from the cart serving as fuel.

The Philistine leaders, who had
followed the cows, were now convinced
that God was responsible for the
plagues. So they returned to Ekron.

Even though the villagers should have
known better, the Ark was opened and
many of them looked inside. What
happened to them? “Then
_  the men of ,
because they had into the
of the ” (I Samuel 6:19).

Many years earlier, God had warned
the Israelites that death would come to
any who touched the Ark except by its
carrying poles—or showed any lack of
respect or reverence for God in their
conduct toward it (Leviticus 16:2; 26:2;
Numbers 4:5-6, 15).

The people of Beth-shemesh were
upset, and sent messengers to the nearby
town of Kirjath-jearim to ask men there
to come and take the Ark. Men soon
came and carried it away. They took the
Ark to the home of a Levite named
Abinidab, where it was to remain for 20
years (I Samuel 7:1-2).
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his good example. Instead, they took
bribes and judged unfairly.

One day a group of the leading men
of Israel came to tell Samuel about the
conduct of his two sons. “We know that
you are a just judge, but your sons are
evil,” they said. “We want a king to rule
over us, like all the other nations” (I
Samuel 8:5).

Samuel was displeased at their
request, realizing that it meant they did
not trust God. So he prayed to God
about it.

What was God’s reply?
the voice of the people in all that
that they say to you; for they have

but they have

that I should not
” (I Samuel 8:7).

God then told Samuel to tell the
Israelites what a king would be like.

“Here is what you can expect from a
king,” Samuel began. “A king will take
your sons and use them as horsemen and
chariot drivers. He will also use them as
army commanders, as farmers for
himself, and to make instruments of
war. As for your daughters, he will take
them to be his servants and cooks.”

Read I Samuel 8:14-17 and list on the
lines below some of the other things a
king would do.

What further warning did Samuel

give the people? ‘““And you will
in that day
whom you
for yourselves, and

because of your
have
the Lord will

in that day” (I Samuel

8:18).

After listening to the warning, what
decision did the Israelites make? “Nev-
ertheless the people to
the voice of Samuel; and
: but we will have

2

they said,
a
(I Samuel 8:19).

The Israelites wanted to be like the
nations around them. But they were
making a big mistake.

This event marks the end of the
Period of the Judges, a period spanning
over 400 years of Israel’s history. It
began after the death of Joshua and
ended with Samuel.

Do You Remember?

1. The name of the Philistine idol that
God destroyed was
The Philistines suffered from painful

and hordes of
after they captured the
Ark.
3. Because the Israelites destroyed their
pagan and began to

God, He delivered them
from the Philistines at
The Israelites later God,
not Samuel, and wanted a
to rule over them like all
the other nations.

The last judge of Israel was
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Romans 6:23
1 John 3:4
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SAUL BECOMES KING

OF ISRAEL

Samuel was displeased that Israel’s
leaders wanted a king. He warned
them that having a king would only
bring them more problems. But the peo-
ple insisted despite Samuel’s warnings.
They wanted to be like all the other
nations around them.

A KING IS CHOSEN

In Israel there lived a young man
named Saul. He was a strong and hand-
some man from the tribe of Benjamin.
He was also the tallest in Israel
(I Samuel 9:1-2).

One day, Saul and a servant went to
find his father’s donkeys. They searched
for many days, but could not find them.
Finally, Saul suggested they return
home. “Let us return home before my
father begins to worry about us instead
of his donkeys,” Saul said.

“There is a man of God who is in a
nearby town,” Saul’s servant replied.
“Let us ask his help in finding your
father’s donkeys.”

“But we have nothing to give him,”

ABOUT OUR COVER...

The ruins of Gibeah in Israel. King Saul and his men
camped here during the Philistine invasion.
Photo by J.A. Ubieta

Saul said. “We have already eaten all of
our bread.”

“I have some silver,” said the servant.
“We can give that to him.”

Saul and his servant then went to see
the prophet Samuel. As they came near
the town, they met a group of young
women going to draw water from a well
(I Samuel 9:11).

“Do you know where we could find
the prophet Samuel?” Saul asked the
young women.

“He is in the town for a feast,” they
replied. “You will find him there.”

God had told Samuel the day before
that a young man from Benjamin would
be coming to see him. God also in-
structed Samuel to anoint Saul as king
over all Israel.

“So when Samuel saw Saul, the

said to ,“There he is, the
of whom I to you. This
shall over my

” (I Samuel 9:17).

As Saul came near to Samuel he said,
“Do you know where I may find the
prophet Samuel?”

“l am the one you are looking for.
Come with me to the feast,” Samuel
replied to Saul.

“Do not worry about your father’s

lllustrations by Basil Wolverton
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lllustrations by Basil Wolverton
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till the thousand years
were finished. But after these things he
must be released for a little while.”

After Christ has returned to the earth
and Satan has been put away, every-
thing will be ready for the next
wonderful step in God’s plan.

Now read Revelation 20:6. What does
it say about those who will be in the first
resurrection? Rewrite this verse on the
lines below using your own words.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES PICTURES
THE GREAT SPIRITUAL HARVEST

Those who understand God’s truth
look forward to the Feast of Tabernacles
with great anticipation. This feast is a
time of great rejoicing. That is because
it pictures the time of the Millennium—
the 1,000-year period when Christ and
resurrected Christians will rule on earth,
bringing peace, happiness and great joy
to all people! But this Feast pictures
much more.

The Millennium begins another
important step in God’s great master
plan. After the resurrection of the
“firstfruits” at the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ, and after God has placed
the sins of mankind on the head of Satan
and separated him from humanity, then
the wonderful government of God will
be established and the great spiritual
harvest will begin!

In the land of Palestine (Israel today)
there are the two agricultural harvest
seasons—the smaller spring harvest and
the larger fall harvest. As we shall learn
shortly, God is going to give everyone
who has ever lived a chance to be born
into His Family and live forever. But
until the time pictured by the Feast of
Tabernacles, He will have given that
chance to only a few people—the
“firstfruits” of God’s plan. This small
harvest of people into His Family is
pictured by the Day of Pentecost which
comes in late spring—the time of the
smaller spring harvest.

The Feast of Tabernacles, which
comes during the great fall harvest
season, pictures the Millennium and the
beginning of the great harvest of people
into God’s Family. All the many
millions who will have survived the
terrible events of the Great Tribulation
and world war will be taught to live
God’s way. They will be given their
opportunity to receive eternal life in
God’s Family.

Isaiah 11:4-9 tells us what life will be
like in the Millennium under the rule of
Jesus Christ. There will be honesty and
justice in all the earth. There will be no
prejudice or unfairness, only righteous
judgment. Write Isaiah 11:4 below in
your own words.

Even the nature of animals will be
changed. They will no longer kill and eat
one another, nor will they hurt people.
Notice Isaiah 11:6-9: “The wolf also
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